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Get Away Special Program  Celebrates 20th Anniversary





The SSPPO is planning to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of the First GAS payload, which was flown on STS-4 on June 27, 1982.


An Open House at the Goddard Visitor’s Center is scheduled for June 27, 2002, from 10:00am to 4:00pm.


We would also like to sponsor an evening event,  but have not finalized the plans.  When the plans for the event come together, we will post the information on the SSPP website 


 � HYPERLINK "http://sspp.gsfc.nasa.gov/news/index.html" ��http://sspp.gsfc.nasa.gov/news/index.html�














Wallops – NASA Technical Manager (NTM) Assignment


Ms. Barbara Justis is the Lead NASA Technical Manager for the Get Away Special (GAS) Payloads Program at Wallops Island.  


Barbara began working at Wallops in 1986 after serving in the U.S. Army.  She started out as a depot level electronics technician and later worked in the Test and Environmental Lab performing payload testing on Sounding Rockets.   She also supported the Spin Balance Facility on the Island.


She joined the SSPPO as a Customer Support Manager and was involved with the
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 GAS customers right from the start, providing program information and technical support.  She schedules internal reviews, and conducts Technical Interchange Meetings (TIM) with the customers.  She is responsible for tracking the “active” payloads status for a bi-monthly meeting with the SSPPO Assistant Chief of Wallops and other team members.          


Barbara also supports Education Outreach for the SEM Program.  She is directly involved with NASA’s Student Involvement Program (NSIP) at the Wallops Flight Facility.


Away from the job, Barbara is rarely idle.  She is raising three children, one in college and two teenagers.  She volunteers in the public schools, serves as the Web Master and Newsletter Editor for the Virginia PTA.  She conducts Public Relations workshops and training sessions for the PTA, averaging 700 volunteer hours per year.   (





LOGO CONTEST – 20th GAS ANNIVERSARY                      


We are sponsoring a logo contest so you can design a color, special edition logo for the 20th Anniversary of the Get-Away Special Program.  Entries may be hand-drawn or computer generated and must fit within a 5” box.


Entries should be submitted to Barbara Justis by April 5th.  To submit you entry by email, please forward it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:bjustis@pop800.gsfc.nasa.gov" ��bjustis@pop800.gsfc.nasa.gov�


Your entry may also be mailed to:            Wallops Flight Facility                                     Goddard Space Flight Center                                    Attn:   870.W/Barbara Justis                                                          Wallops Island, VA  23337-5099


Final entries will be judged online and the winning entry will win a Logo Merchandise Package featuring their design.


GOOD LUCK TO EVERYONE CHOOSING TO SUBMIT A LOGO DESIGN.   (


Next Mission for SSPP Carriers


The STS-107 FREESTAR hitchhiker mission has been rescheduled for July 11, 2002.  





SEM-14 will fly as part of the hitchhiker bridge on Space Shuttle Columbia, STS-107.  The SEM-14 will fly in the all passive configuration with 12 independent experiments.  The experiments are provided from six different states with California being the furthest.  There are five New York experiments with special attention being given to the New York City schools.  In an effort to help the community get back to normal, the SEM team traveled to New York City to perform on-site module integration allowing students “hands-on” participation.  In all, five locations were visited with over 400 students involved.  In New York City, SEM partnered with the Rose Center for Earth and Space (http://www.amnh.org/rose/) at the American Museum of Natural History allowing involvement of additional schools.  There are hundreds of students from six schools participating in SEM through the Museum.  Module integration was conducted at the museum with approximately 300 students.  





STS-108 De-integration Activities


The de-integration of the STS-108 SEM experiment modules is nearing completion.  The Space Shuttle Endeavor launched December 5th with a record of three SEM canisters installed in the cargo bay that carried 30 student experiments from US educational groups and international partners.  Seven groups traveled to Wallops Island to participate in “hands-on” module de-integration while others participated in web-based “virtual” integration.





For the first time the SEM team hit the road delivering the space experiments directly to the classroom.  A total of eight schools were visited in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia.  


		        (continued on page 3, column 1)












































OFFICE CHIEF’S CORNER





As one might expect, the recent cost over runs by the International Space Station (ISS) Program and subsequent impact to the Shuttle flight rate are impacting the SSPPO.





Not withstanding the very busy present day activities of de-integrating MACH-1, LMC and GAS/SEM from STS-108 and preparing FREESTAR for its June 2002 flight, the years ahead hold much uncertainty about the future of the SSPPO.





As of this writing the Office is executing a number of different budget costing scenarios for fiscal year 2003.  These scenarios include a GAS and SEM program only; a diminished HH/GAS/SEM program; and a more robust HH/GAS/SEM program.  In all cases, the manifest possibilities for fiscal years 03 and 04 indicate one mission with only 4 available sidewall slots (4 canisters).  After all the data for these scenarios is rolled up, NASA HQ is expected to make a decision later this summer.





Naturally the SSPPO team members are concerned about their collective fate.  Of uncertainty as well is the fate of two Space Station proposals that were submitted under the MIDEX Mission of Opportunity AO that was released late last summer.  The SSPPO teamed with two different PI’s regarding two ISS attached payloads.  Selection to proceed to a Phase A proposal will be made this summer and given the uncertainty around the future of the HH/GAS/SEM programs, the SSPPO team is crossing its fingers that a role on Space Station awaits.





As of the next publication of this newsletter I expect to be able to tell you what the next few years of the SSPPO future looks like.   (


			





























STS-108 De-integration- (continued)


(cont’d from pg 2, column 2)


Over 1,500 students were directly involve in these activities, with coverage of over 10 newspapers and 7 television crews.  





The highlight of activities was the presence of the STS-108 Commander Dom Gorie at the New Oxford, Pennsylvania de-integration with over 700 in attendance. 





Remote de-integration activities were also conducted in Portugal and at the KSC education center.  The Science Director of the Argentine Space Agency (CONAE) will travel to Wallops Island for the return of their two SEM experiments on March 19.       (





OVER THE HORIZON


The National Student Involvement Program (NSIP) is a national program of six competitions open to all U.S. individuals and teams of children in grades K-12 (for more info visit:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nsip.net" ��www.nsip.net�).





The categories for the competitions are as follows:  My Planet, Earth; Science and Technology Journalism; Aerospace Technology Engineering Challenge; Design a Mission to Mars; Watching Earth Change and Space Flight Opportunities.





The Wallops SSPPO is involved in a portion of the annual NSIP Competition.  The “Space Flight Opportunities” competition is for students in grades 9 through 12 who wish to participate by flying an experiment in the SEM Program.  A call for entries is released and an entry deadline is determined.  Once all applications are received, a single panel of judges, primarily teachers, reviews all SEM entries.  The top 10 entries are further judged by the SEM Team to select four experiments for flight.  The winners selected are teams of four students and one teacher who travel to NASA Wallops Flight Facility in Virginia for “Flight Week”.  During Flight Week SEM students participate in integration activities preparing their experiment for flight.  Experiments are flown on the next available SEM mission.





SEM Flight Week for the 2002 Competition is scheduled for June 10-14, 2002.     (
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